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N. B. Wherever the word Statute or Sta- 

tutes is mentioned in the following Ac- 
count; it means only thoſe of the Uni- 
verſity or College ſpoken of. 
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A Furl and IMPARTIAL 


ACCOUNT 


Of all the late 


PROCEEDINGS, &c. 


H E late Proceedings againſt Dr. 
Bentley having 2 4 + Soon deal 
of Noiſe in the World; and hav- 
ing given Occafion to the Ene- 
maies of the Univerſity, and the 
few Friends of that Gentleman, to repreſent 
them both in Print and Converſation, as vio- 
lent and unjuſtifiable, as the Effects of a Power = 
falſly uſurped or ſcandalouſly abus d, as influ- 
enced by the Malice of à Party, diſaffected to 
the Government; it was neceſſary to publiſh 
a true and impartial 1 of the whole 


Caſe, 


„ - 

Caſe, (of which I have been a Witneſs and 
exact Obſerver from the Beginning to the 
End) to obviate the Prejudices and Miſtakes 
about ir, which are every where ſo induſtri- 


ouſly propagated. 5 
This is a Duty, which, though but a pri- 


yoate Member, I owe to the Univerſity, whoſe 


Honour and Privileges I have ſworn to de- 
fend. 

It is a piece of Juſtice and Gratitude due 
to our Vice-Chancellor, whoſe Conduct 'will 
be found as juſt and neceſſary, as it is popu- 
lar and agreeable ; whoſe Concern for the In- 
tereſt and Reputation of the Univerſity, has 
prevailed with him to ſuſtain the certain En- 
vy and Fatigue of a ſecond Year's Magiſtracy ; 
. whole experienc'd Abilities, Virtue and In- 
tegrity, have convinced us, that we can no 
where repoſe our ſelves fo ſafely at this time 
as in his Hands. It is a piece of Gratitude, 
I ſay, we all owe him, for the Benefits of his 
excellent Adminiſtration, to vindicate his 
Character from the ſcandalous. Aſperſions of 

ſuch as are malicious enough to attempt, or 
70 enough to imagine, that they can ſul- 
Iy it. | | 
6 was beſides the rather inclined to give 


my ſelf this Trouble for the Occaſion it might 


poſſibly be of ſome Good to Trinity College, 
for which I ſhall always have the laſt Re- 
ſpect: It will be a ſtrong Preſumption of the 
Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of their Com- 
_— x plaints, 


( 


plaints, that they are govern'd by a Maſter ſo 
inſolent, unjuſt and obſtinate, as theirs will 
appear to be, before J have done with him. 
This great Ferment amongſt us, Which has 
raiſed the Curioſity, and drawn the Eyes of 
the Nation upon us, had its Riſe from the tri- 
fling Occaſion of a Fee claimed by Dr. Bentley 
from thoſe Doctors in Divinity who lately re- 
ceived their Degrees by virtue of the King's 
Nomination: As this Claim gave the Begin- 
ning to the whole Quarrel againſt him, and 
was the Foundation of the Cenſures that have 
ſince fallen upon him, I ſhall beg leave to be 
very particular and full in the Account of it, 
as well to ſhew the Temper and Genius of 
him we have to deal with, as to juſtify the 
Conduct of Dr. Middleton, who by the Acti- 
on he had commenced for the Recovery of 
his Money, gave the firſt Motion to this fa- 
mous Proceeding. | 
In October 1717, the Day after his Maje- 
ſty's gracious Viſit to the Univerſity, when 
ſeveral Doctors in Divinity, named by Man- 
date, were attending in our Senate-Houſe to 
receive the Creation to their Degrees, Dr. 
Bentley made a new and extraordinary De- 
mand of four Guineas from each of them, on 
Pretence of a Fee due to him as Profeſſor, 
over and above a Broad- Piece which had by 
Cuſtom been allow'd as a Preſent on this Oc- 
caſion; he abſolutely refuſed to create any 
Doctor till this Fee, as he called it, was paid 
B 2 - him. 


44) 

him. A Demand ſo unexpected occaſion'd a 
long and warm Diſpute, till at laſt many of 
the Doctors, and Dr. Middleton among the 
reſt, conſented to pay the Fee in Queſtion, 
upon this Condition, publickly made and fre- 

ently repeated to them, that he would re- 
— the Money, if it were not afterwards de- 
termined to be his Right. | 

In the next Congregation all thoſe who 
had fatisfied his Demand received their Crea- 
tion from him, but upon his Refuſal ro create 
ſome others who would not comply with it, 
Dr. Grigge then Vice-Chancellor, and the 
Heads who were preſent, looking upon this 
as a violent and bare- faced Extortion, gave 
Orders, that any other Doctor of Divinit 
ſhould perform the Ceremony inſtead of him; 
and accordingly Dr. Fiſher the Maſter of Ha- 
ney College created ſeveral for the uſual Gra- 
tuity of a Broad- Piece. They ſent at the 
ſame time a State of the Caſe to the Duke of 
Somer ſet our Chancellor then at New- Mar- 
ket, whoſe Anſwer was, That if the Profeſ- 
{or continued in this manner to interrupt the 
Buſineſs of the Univerſity, he would himſelf 
come over on purpoſe to make him know the 
Power of a Chancellor. 

Dr. Bentley however ſtill inſiſted upon his 
Chim, but condeſcended ſo far, that inſtead 
of the Money which he had received of the 
firſt, he was content with a Note from the 
reſt, promiſing the Payment of it, if it ede 

* 5 


($7 
be determined for him by the King, or any 
Authority delegated from him. But finding 
what Scandal he had every where given by 
this Conduct; that his beſt Friends, even Dr. 
Davis and Dr. Laughton condemn'd him in 
it, and that he could procure no Determina- 
tion from Court in his Favour, he ſubmitted 
to create one of the King's Doctors who came 
laſt, and ſome others who commenced after- 
wards, without this pretended Fee, or any 
Note given in Lieu of it. This was certain- 
ly giving up all Right and Title to it; and 
yet after ſuch a notorious and publick Piece 
of Injuſtice, after his Word folemaly given in 
the Face of the Univerſity, to reſtore the 
Money if he could nor make good his Title 
to it; he had the Aſſurance to tell the Vice- 
Chancellor, That he would end the Diſpute 
as the Germans and Turks had done, with 

an Uti poſſidetis. | 

T his Fee of four Guineas had never once 
been demanded before from Degrees taken 
without Exercife : Dr. Beaumont, the laſt Pro- 
feſſor but one, had firſt introduced a Fee of 
two Guineas for his Trouble in oppoſing a 
Doctor in the Schools, when an Act was kept 
for the Degree; the Ground for it was, that 
by Virtue of this Oppoſition he ſaved to the 
reſponding Doctor the Forfeiture of the ſame 


Sum elſewhere. Dr. James, his Succeſſor, 


endeavour'd to extend this ſomething farther, 


and claimed the ſame Fee from ſome Doctors 
who 
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which he does not ſo much as pretend to : 


{6 


who had commenced without keeping their 
Act; but he was over-ruled in this by Dr. 
Fiſher then Vice-Chancellor, and obliged to 
reſtore the only two Guineas he had ever de- 
manded. But to make himſelf amends for 


the Diſappointment, he raiſcd the Fee of his 


Oppoſition to four Guineas, pretending that 


as it was in his Choice to perform thar Exer- 


cile or not, he might ſet what Price he plea- 
ſed upon his own Labour; but it has been 
juſtly thought a Reflection upon us, that this 
Encroachment of his was not cenſured and 
{uperſeded. 

As then the fole Pretence to this Fee is 
grounded on Exerciſe kept in the Schools, 
and on the Trouble and Fatigue ſuſtained there 
by the Profeſſor, and even then not warrant- 
ed by any Statute or Equity: What Reaſon 
or Plea can there be for it in ſuch Degrees, 
as by the Nature of them are excuſed from all 
Exerciſe, and exempted from the Penalties of 
not performing it? The only Thing that is 
{aid for it with any Shew of Reaſon is, that 
the other Profeſſors of Law and Phyſick have 
their full Fees on this Occaſion, as if all Ex- 
erciſe had been. regularly performed : And 
why then ſhould not the Profeſſor of Divi- 
nity be allowed the ſame ? 

But their Caſe will be found very different 
from his: For in the firſt Place they have 
Cuſtom and Preſcription for their Practice, 


And 


1: 
; 
| 
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And beſides in the Inſtitution of all Univerſi- 
ties, where an Eccleſiaſtical Benefice, or a ſuf- 
ficient Stipend is ſettled upon the Profeſſor of 
Divinity, it is made infamous, and at leaſt a 
turpe lucs um, to take Fees for the Diſcharge 
of his Duty: The Civil Law *, which does 
not allow a Philoſopher to be mercenary, will 
bear much ſtronger againſt a Profeſſor of Di- 
vinity ; the * Canon Law is particularly ſevere 
on this Head, and treats it as Simoniacal to 


take Money for conferring the Honours and 


Degrees of this Faculty : And by a Conſtitu- 
tion of the © Council of Lateran (which ac- 
cording to the © preſent Biſhop of Lincoln, 
is ſaid to be as forcible in England as an Act 
of Parliament) a Profeſſor is made liable to 
Deprivation for this Practice. The famous 
Bucer, one of our firſt Profeſſors in this Chair, 
would not accept his Degree of Doctor in Di- 
vinity, but on Condition of paying no Fees 
for it, which he condemn'd as unlawful in a 
Speech made to the Univerſity, our of which 
I have ſubjoin'd © rwo memorable Citations. 

a 


— —— 


Hoc primum profiteri eos oportet, mercenariam operam 
ſpernere. Ulp. 

b Cap. Prohibeas de Magiſtris, & ne aliquid exigatur pro 
licentii docendi. x 

© Cap. Quoniam eddi. tit. 

d Gibſon's Codex Juris Eccleſ. p. 945. | 

e Quam certe ſeveriter veteres illi vere ſapientiſſimi at- 
que ſanctiſſimi Patres, omnem pecuniz præſtationem hiſce 
abeſſe judiciis & teſtimoniis cenſuerint, teſtantur ſatis qui 
ſunt ab illis hac de re in frequentiſſimis atque religioſis ipſo- 
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Bur beſides all this, there is a clear and ap- 
parent Equity in the Cafe of the other Pro- 


feſſors which Dr. Bentley's cannot admit of: 


At the time of their Foundation by Henry 
the 8, the ſame Stipend of forty Pounds per 
Ann. was ſettled upon cach of them, a Pro- 
viſion in that Age ample and ſufficient to 
maintain the Dignity of a Regius Profeſſor ; 
the taking of Fees would then have been ſcan- 
dalous in any of them. The Statute ſays \, 
that the Snfficiency of the Salary was to cn- 
courage the greater Diligence in the Diſcharge 
of their Duty: But by the great Change that 
has ſince happened in the Value of Money, 
their Income is now become but a ſixth part 
of its original Value: This Deficiency has 


been more than ſupplied to the Divinity Pro- 


feſſorſhip, by the Addition of a good Benefice 
to it from the Crown; and, as Dr. Bentley 
himſelf has bragged, he can now make it 
worth to him ſix hundred Pounds per. Ann. 
This is about three times as much, as it was 
at firſt deſigned to be, and is probably the 
nobleſt Endowment of any Profeſſorſhip in 
Europe. 


— =” * — 
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rum Conciliis conſtituti Canones. Denique ratio conſilii 
mei approbanda, car illud moderatorum hujus Scholz be- 
neficium admiſerim, ut me in numerum Doctorum Theolo— 
gorum cooptarent, omnino gratis, ut nemini quicquam hac 
de causa fit a me numeratum vel numerandum. Orar. 
Mart. Buceri. | 

f De Offic. trium Lector. Quo quis ampliore mercede & 
ſtipendio donatus eſt, co majorem Jaborem libenti animo 
capere debe. 


1 
Europe. But the Profeſſors of Law and Phy- 
ſick having had no Augmentation of their o- 
riginal Salaries, have no way left but that of 
Fees to make themſelyes' amends; without 
the Allowance of theſe, their Profeſſorſhips 
would fall very ſhort of a competent Main- 
tenance; and with all they are allowed to 
claim, thgy cannot bring them to half the Va- 
lue of their firſt Inſtitution. | 
But to make an end of the Hiſtory of this 
Fee, it is very certain that our Profeſſor had 
neither Statute, Precedent or Equity to ſup- 
port his Claim to it. The Univerſity, as far 
as their Authority reached with him, over- 
ruled him in it upon the Spot: His Grace our 
Chancellor had declared againſt it: The Court 
took no Cognizance of it; but a great Mi- 
niſter of Stare, to whom he had talked much 
of referring it, had, as I have heard, aſſured 
our Vice-Chancellor, that he would not med- 
dle with it. So that Dr. Midaleton thought 
he had ſufficient Reaſon to expect his Money 
again, all Law whatſoever giving him a juſt 
and equitable Action for the Recovery of it; 
he accordingly made his Demand of it ; firſt 
by a Letter, which was taken no notice of, 
and afterwards in Perſon. $ 
The Vice-Chancellor ſhewed on this Occa- 
ſion all poſſible Tenderneſs and Regard to 
Dr. Bentley, as has already been particularly 
obſerved in the printed State of our Pro- 
ceedings. But after all his Pains to put a 
C quiet 


( 10 ) 


iet and amicable End to this Diſpute, he 


been repaid for his Civility with the odi- 
ous Charge of a ſuſpected Judge : The De- 
cree was at laſt iſſued, and put into the 
Hands of Mr. Clarke the Beadle to be execu- 
ted; What Reception it met with, we ſhall 
find in the following Depoſition. 


The Depoſition of Mr. Clarke the 
1 Beadle. | 


e N Tue ſday the 230 of September, 1 
4 *« waited on Dr. Bentley, and told 
„ him I had Orders from Mr. Vice-Chan- 
cellor to atreſt him at the Suit of Dr. Mid- 
LAletos; he asked me why I came fo late, 
** that he had expected me all the Afternoon, 


© deſigning to write by the Poſt to the King 
about it; I told him I brought it ſoon at- 


ter I received it. Well, ſaid he, tis illegal 
and unſtatutable, and I will not obey it; 
« let me fee your Arreſt, are there nine 
* Heads to it? I told him I could not part 
with it becauſe ic was my Authority: 
„Well, ſaid he, you ſhall have it again, on- 
42 1 let me peruſe it; then he took it, and 
6 {aid it ſignify d nothing, becauſe there was 
„not the Conſent of nine Heads; and ad- 


*« ded, that the Vice-Chancellor us'd him 


*« worle than he would any common Doctor 
*« of the Town; that the Vice-Chancellor 
«« was not his Judge, and that he ſhould ** 

66 r e 
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the King alone was his Judge, as he was 
his Regius Prafeſſor; that the Vice - Chan- 
cellor ſhould not think that he would be 
concluded by what he and four or five of 
his Friends derermin'd againſt him over a 
Bottle; that they acted fooliſhly, calling an 
Arreſt, and a Summons to his Court the 
ſame thing, and that if he gave Bail or 
went to Priſon he ſatisfy d the Law; I told 
him, I thonght that was only in part, and 
then ask'd him for my Arreſt; he faid, I 
might leave it with him, but that he wou d 
give it me whenever I call'd for it, or 


wanted ir, and ſo we parted. 


The next Day in the Morning I went 
and demanded it of him, he ſaid he had far- 
ther occaſion for it, and could not part with 
it ;- I told him he broke his Word and Pro- 
miſe with me, and preſs'd him to reſtore 
it: Well, well, ſaid he, you ſhall come to no 
Damage by it; and he added, that he 
would give it me when Friday was over; 
I faid, he dealt uncivilly by me, and would 
ne me upon Difficulties ; but he abſolute- 
y refus'd to do it, and fo I went off; and 
going to the Vice-Chancellor, told him 
what Uſage I had mer with; he told me 
I muſt get another Decree, which I did 
from Mr. Cooke of Magdalen s, but when 
I went with it to Dr. Bentley's he wou'd 
not fee me, and I was refus'd admittance. 
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ee to Dr. Bentley's, into the Room 
where they dine; the Company was juſt 


gone out, and after a little time Mr. S imp- 
on left me, and went to the Vice-Chan- 
cellor's; not long after Dr. Aſhenhur ſt 3 
Mr. Liſle, and Mr. Witton came in to me: 


Mr. Liſie ask'd me what Authority I had 
to ſtay in another Man's Houſe againſt 


the Maſter's Leave; I ſaid, I was not to 
give him an Account: He ſaid, he beliey'd 
I cou'd not juſtify it; I then ask'd him, 


why he did not turn me out; well, ſaid 
he, if you want your Arreſt, I will give 
it you, and have Orders to tell you, you 
ſhall come to no Damage ſo far as a Hun- 
dred Pounds go; I ſaid, if Dr. Bentley 
wou'd give it me I would thank him, but 
wou'd reccive it from no other Hand ; they 


ſtay d ſome time longer with me, and then 


oing out, Dr. Aſhenhurſt ſaid, well, Mr. 
eadle, if you won't go out of the Room, 
TIl lock you in, which he did, but ſoon 
after return'd and open'd it; a while af- 


ter this, the Maſter's Servant came in and 


defir'd I would go. away; I told him, I had 


Orders to ſtay longer ; on which he ſaid he 


was commanded to lock the Door, and 
the Doors on both ſides of the Room were 


* lock'd upon me for two Hours at the leaſt; 
— after ſix of the Clock I-knock'd, and the 


Door 


« On Thurſday September the 25, about 
two of the Clock, Mr. imp ſon and I went 
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Door was f to me, not long after 
imp ſon came and calld me 
away. | 
«« Upon Saturday, September the 271 at 
Night, I went again to Dr. Bentley's, Mr. 
Mitton came. out and ask'd my Buſineſs; 
I told him, I came to ſpcak with Dr. Bent- 
ley from the Vice-Chancellor; he came 
out again and ſaid the Doctor was buſie, 
and had nothing to ſay to me; I told him, 
I wanted my Decree, he came out the 
third time and brought it in his Hand; I 
ſaid, I would not receive it but from the 
Doctor himſelf as he had promis'd; he ſaid, 
the Doctor knew I came to compleat the 
Arreſt, and would not then be ſeen by me, 
and that I muſt not think he wou'd be ar- 
reſted when I pleaie, but that three or 
foar Days hence perhaps he would conſent 
to it. 


Edward Clarke. 


Edvardus Clarke Bedell. Arm. Furat 
Dept' in pre Script. eſſe vera Ju- 
ram ei delat' per me Robertum 
Grove, cui Dm Procanc. Poteſtat 
dedit Juram in hac parte de- 
ferend | 

Ita teſt. Robertus Grove Not. 
Publicus 
Acad. Cant' Reg. 
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I need not give my Reader the Trouble of 
any Remarks upon this Depoſition, it ſpeaks 
ſo plainly for itſelf, that he muſt. prevent me 
in the Reflections it naturally ſuggeſts of the 
Crime and Inſolence of our Doctor: But the 
Nature of his Offence, and its Obnoxiouſneſs 
to our Statutes, with the Gro: nds of the Pro- 
ceedings that are to follow, have already 


been 1o clearly ſtated by an able and judici- 


ous Hand, that there is no occaſion left ro 
add an _ here on this Subject, I ſhall 
procee therefore in my Story. Dr. Bentley 
ſtill ſhut himſelf up, and abſconded for ſome 
time longer, making himſelf very merry with 
the Arreſt, and the Beadle's Folly in delivering 
up his Decree, by which he pretended to 
have evaded it. We were entertain'd in the 
mean while with a few Scraps of his Wir, 
which turn'd as uſual upon ſome groſs Rail- 
lery on the Heads, with Nick-names for ſuch 
of them as happen'd to be leaſt in his Favour. 
To Dr. Sherlock he has on this Occaſion gi- 
ven the Title of Cardinal Alberoni; bur 
having ſaid, as I am told, not long fince to a 
learned Dean, I am your Pope, your only 
New Teſtament is in my Hands; we mult 
not diſpute with his Holineſs the Power of 
making Cardinals: There is hardly a Head 
of a College amongſt us whom he has not 
diſtioguiſh'd by ſome Name, either ridiculous 
or ſcandalous : But for tbe Right Reverend 
Dr. Bradford Biſhop of Car it, whom till 
| very 


Tec dM trdep?” amo Eregœ. ies xs. 


* 


(15) 


very lately he has always treated with the 
utmoſt Contempt, he could find none better 
than that of Belgebub. | 
In this Interval the Candidates for Fellow- 
ſhips in his College being under Examination, 


in the Gaiety of Heart he gave them this 


Theme for their Exerciſe ; 


Hom. 


It was part of Achilles's Advice to Patro- 
clus, to kill or fall upon the reſt as he plea- 
ſed, but to keep his Hands off from Hector. 
This he deſign'd as a witty Inſult upon the 
Vice-Chancellor, who might indeed controul 
and humble the reſt of the Univerſity at Dil- 


cretion, but muſt not pretend to meddle with 
bim; our Hector was above his Hand, and 


an Over-match for him. | 
But on Yeaneſday Oct. 1. this great Man 
conſented to be arreſted by another Beadle and 
a ſecond Decree, and gave Bail for his Appea- 
rance; and the Friday following the Vice- 
Chancellor held a Court, aſſiſted by ſix of the 


Heads as his Aſſeſſors, viz. Dr. Covel. Dr. 


Aſhton, Dr. Adams, Dr. Lany, Dr. Jenkins, 
Dr. Grzgge : it being uſual with Vice-Chan- 
cellors, in any Cauſe of Importance, to call 
ſuch ro their Aſſiſtance in it, as are beſt able 


to giye * on the Occaſion. 


But 
3 


+ 
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But aſter all this Expectation and Solemni- 
ty, Dr. Bentley did not think fit to make his 
Appearance; which was ſuch au Inſtance of 
Contempt as has ſeldom been known in the 
Univerſity: And to tell us, as he did aſter- 
1 wards, that he had ſent a Proctor to appear 
10 for him, is ſo far from excuſing, that it ag- 
Buy gravates his Offence; for by our expreſs Sta- 
1 tutes s, and the Practice of the Court, no Par- 
1 ty can be in Judgment, or allowed to appear 


| 1 by Proxy, till he has perſonally asked and 
1 obtained the Judge's leave to conſtitute a 
1 Proctor: And if the Plaintiff be preſent, 


14 which was the Caſe, and the Defendant abſent, 
Fl his Proctor cannot be admitted. And farther, 
1 if * either Party ſhall preſume to procure or 
E retain one to act for him contrary to the Te- 
"| nour of the Statute, he ſhall, if the Plaintiff, 
for that very Reaſon, loſe his Cauſe: if the 
Defendant be look'd upon as convict, and 
| cenſured accordingly. * 875 
1 Dr. Middleton therefore, after leave 8 
ye 
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8 De Procuratoribus Litigantium, & Decr. Sen. Principa- 
les perſonæ factum ipſum per ſe proponant, viz. Actor per 
. ſe ſuam actionem, & Reus ſuam defenfionem, nec Procu- 
it | ratores admittantur pro iiſdem, niſi adversa valetudine, vel 
| alia legitimà causa per Dominum approbanda, ſint detenti, 

quo minus in Judicio ſui præſentiam poſlint exhibere, de quo 
in principio fidem faciant juramento : fi vero præſente acto- 
re, Reus abſens fuerit, Procurator ejus non admittatur. 
h De Advocatis, Quod fi Actor contra tenorem præmiſ- 
3 ſorum Advocatum aliquem procuraverit, cauſam ſuam hoc 
1 — amittat, Reus vero ſimilia faciens pro convicto ha- 
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ed him, appointed Mr. Cook his Proctor; who 
having enter'd his Cauſe, began to accuſe Dr. 


Bentley's Contempt in not appearing, and 


moved for ſome Cenſure upon it; and called 
upon the Beadle to make a Return of the firſt 
Decree which was put into ps Hands, and 
ro inform the Court of the Execution of it : 
but he being confined to his Chamber by a 
Fit of the Gout, ſent his Depoſition already 
mention'd, to give an Account for him of the 
Treatment he Pad met with in the Diſcharge 
of his Duty. | 
The Depoſition being read, ir then plainly 
appeared what the DoCtor meant by his Non- 
appearance. It was then clearly ſeen that it 
was not any accidental or careleſs Miſtake ; 
that it was not any Omiſſion of Ignorance or 
Inadvertency ; that it was not barely an In- 
civility or Diſreſpect to the Vice-Chancellor, 
bur a wilful and defign'd Infult to his Autho- 
rity and Juriſdiction. He had declared, we 
ſee, that he ſhould not be his Judge; and was 
relolyed to be as good as his Word, at leaſt 
to protract the Cauſe, till ir ſhould expire 
with his Magiſtracy. 
Tbe Crime then being flagrant and indiſ- 
putable, being confirmed and aggravated by 
the Depoſition of the Beadle; and the Vice- 
Chancellor having, as he declared, received 
the ſame Defiance and Contempt from him to 
his Face, he did, with the expreſs Conſent 
and Approbation of all his Aſſeſſors, pro- 
| D nounce 
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nounce Dr. Bentley ſuſpended ab omni Gra- 


du ſuſcepto, till he ſhould make a proper 
Submiſſion for his Offence. 


This Power of ſuſpending from Degrees is 


clearly and undoubtedly given by our Sta- 
rates to our chicf Magiſtrate, and made parti- 
cularly applicable to the very Caſe before us, 
of Contumacy and Diſobedience to his Autho- 


rity . The particular Conſtitution of our Bo- 


dy makes it neceſſary that he ſhould be arm- 


ed with it, as an Inſtrument of Diſcipline, 


and a Check upon the Manners and orderly 
Behaviour of our Members. We have had 
Inſtances of Suſpenſions declared extempore 
immediately upon the Offence, without any 
Proceſs or Formality at all. 

Yet the Author of the Letters lately pub- 
liſhed in the St. Zames's Poſt, out of Igno- 
rance or Malice, treats the Exerciſe of this 
Power as an Encroachment and Uſurpation: 
But for all his childiſh declaiming againſt the 
dangerous Influence and Effects of an Autho- 
rity ſo abſolute, our Vice-Chancellors have 
been in calm and quiet Poſſeſſion of it ever 
ſince our Statutes were given us, without rai- 
fing the leaſt Terror or Jealouly in the Body, 
that their Libertics or Properties were endan- 
ger'd by it: This very Inſtance we are ſpeak- 
ing of, ſufficiently ſhews how uſeful and ne- 
ceſſary it is to curb the Inſolence of ſuch a- 

mongſt 
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i De Cancellarii Officio alib.Contumaces nec Obe- 
dientes ſuſpenſione Graduum judicio ſuo caſtigandos. 
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mongſt us, who make no Scruple to trample 
upon Privileges which they are ſolemnly *en- 
gaged to defend, and inſult an Authority 
which they have ſworn to obey. | 

This Letter-writer tells ns, that it is a Mi- 
ſtake to imagine that the Appearance of theſe 
ſix Heads as Aſſeſſors in Court, could add 
any Credit or Weight to the Proceeding, as 
if they were introduced only like Mutes upon 


the Stage, to fill up the Scene, and grace the 


Action: that becauſe, ſtrictly ſpeaking, they 
have no Voice or Power in that Court, the 
whole muſt reſt upon the ſole Authority of 
the Vice-Chancellor, and be looked upon as 
his ſingle Act and Deed. 

It is hard to gueſs what this Author could 
mean by an Inſinuation which turns againſt 
himſelf, and effectually confutes his Charge 
of Raſhneſs and Violence in the Vice-Chan- 
cellor: For is it not a Demonſtration of his 
Caution, Candor and Moderation, thar in a 
Cafe, where he is acknowledged the ſole and 
competent Judge, where he wants no Con- 
ſent or Concurrence to the Validity of his 
Sentence; he would not however take one 
Step himſelf, without the Advice and Appro- 
bation of ſuch as are beſt acquainted, and 

D 2 moſt 
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k Ex Statutis in admiſſione Graduum legendis——Poſtremo 
cautum eſt, ne quis hie ad gradum aliquem admittatur, nifi 
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Chancellor for 
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moſt experienced in the Statutes and Cuſtoms 
of the Univerſity ? ; | 

If the Vice-Chancellor could have been 
capable of deſigning or concerting this Diſ- 
grace to the Maſter of Trinity, as has been 
inſinuated, he had not wanted this Opportu- 
nity, or the Aſſiſtance of Friends, for the Ex- 
ecution of his Deſign ; there was a fair and 


juſt Occaſion which had long offer'd it ſelf, 


and indeed called for ſome Cenſure and Ani- 


madverſion upon him, I mean the ſhameful 
Neglect of his Duty in the Profeſſorſhip ; for 
though he is obliged by Oath to preach twice 
a Year in Latin, and to read publick Lectures 
in Divinity at leaſt twice a Week in Term 
time, yet he has never ſo much as once at- 
tempted to do either till ſince his late Suſpen- 
ſion, when he well knew that he ſhould be 
over- ruled in the Attempt ; but by this he 
hoped to bring an Odium upon the Vice- 
| aving hinder'd this good Pro- 
feſſor in a conſcientious Diſcharge of his Du- 
ty. But as the Vice-Chancellor is appointed 
by the ' Statutes his Viſitor, to ſee that he 
does his Duty, and to admoniſh him for any 
Neglect of it, his Lenity and Forbearance to 
him on this Occaſion, is the only part of his 
Adminiſtration which ſeems to want an Ex- 
cule. EE 
Bur 


* 


De Officio trium Lectorum Si Officium ſuum negli- 
genter fecerit, & per Vice-Cancellarium & Magiſtrum dicti 
Collegii admonitus ea de re non emendaverit, &c. 
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But he had faid, it ſeems, in his Court, 
that if the Profeſſor did not make his Sub- 
miſſion, he would in conſequence of the Suſ- 

enſion, declare the Profeſſorſhip vacant : 

his I find is remember'd by the Letter-wri- 
ter by way of Sneer, I gueſs, upon him, for 
having threaten'd more than he could or durſt 
perform; bur if ever this Queſtion ſhall come 
upon the Stage, it will be very eaſy to ſhew 
that there is nothing in it ſo difficult or dan- 


gerous as they imagine, and that it not only 


may but muſt be vacated. 

For beſides, that its Forfeiture might be 
fairly argued from his preſent want of ® De- 
grees; that by its Foundation it is made in- 
conſiſtent and incompatible with the Maſter- 
ſhip of Trinity College; that he obtain'd it 
by Bullying, and holds it by Violence : Be- 
ſides all this, I fay, as the Statute has made 
it a neceſſary Qualification of a Profeſſor, 
that he have no Blemiſh or Infamy upon his 
Character, I would deſire no other Founda- 
tion to prove the Neceſſity of his being e- 
jected: He has been publickly accuſed by his 
Fellows of many great Crimes, which he ne- 
ver has or can clear himſelf of: And his Tryal, 
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m hid. Quos vel Doctores Theologiz vel Baccalaureos 
ejuſdem facultatis ſemper eſſe volumus. | 


n Jbid. Nemo prædictorum Lectorum in dicto Collegio 
ullum Officium, aut Magiſtratum habeat. 


o 1bid. Nemo unquam eligatur, Qui fit de Hæreſi pro- 
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which never came to a Sentence, has leſt the 
Marks of ſuch an Infamy upon him, as by all the 
Notions which the Civil or Canon Law has 
of it, would be ſufficient not only to incapa- 
citate him from being choſen Profeſſor, but 
ro deprive. him when in Poſſeſſion. The 
Suſpicion of Hereſy, and the Marks of In- 
famy, being the only Incapacities mention'd 
as to his moral Character, ought to be the 
more nicely inſiſted on. We have had a Pro- 
feſſor of Mathematicks lately deprived for the 
one, and this Profeſſor we ſee is equally lia- 
ble for the other. Bur of rhis perhaps we 
may have Occaſion to treat again in the 
farther Progreſs of this Affair. 

As to the Hardihip complained of, that he 
was denied the Right of an Appeal from this 
Sentence, it would hardly deſerve any No- 
tice, but that it has been inſiſted on as an 
Inſtance of the Violence and Injuſtice of the 
Vice-Chancellor: Every body who is ac- 
quainted with our Conſtitution, muſt know 
that there could not be the leaſt Ground for 
an Appeal on this Occaſion : There is indeed 
one allowed by our Statutes in every civil 
Action between two Parties tried before the 
Vice-Chancellor, but whar has this to do with 
a Caſe of Contempr cenſured by his Authori- 
ty ? There had been already one Appeal re- 
gularly made from a Sentence of this Vice- 
Chancellor, which he neither obſtructed, nor 
in the leaſt reſented; it is not in his Power 

to 
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to withſtand one, whenever ſtatutably de- 
manded ; but in the preſent Cale, the Proctor 
of the Univerſity, who, upon an Appeal, is 
to inhibit his farther Proceeding, was perfect- 
ly convinced that there was here no Pretence 
for luch an Inhibition: And the Part the U- 
niverſity has ſince acted in the laſt Scene 
of this Proceeding, ſhews plainly what he 
had to expect by an Appeal to the Body. 
But the grand and principal Objection to 
the Legality of this Proceeding is, that our 
late Doctor was condemned unheard, and 
was not cited to anſwer for the Offence for 
which he was cenſured; tho' he had defied 
an Arreſt, he would, it is ſaid, have obeyed 
a Citation; and would have ſhewn that he 
had been miſrepreſented in the Depoſition, 
for he could have denied the whole from the 
beginning to' the end; he could have put 
the Court under this Dilemma, eicher to ac- 
quit him or commit the Abſurdity of believ- 
ing the Oath of a Beadle againſt the Word 
of the Maſter of Trinity: This was his old 
way of clearing himſelf from a heavy 
? Charge againſt him in his Controverſy with 
Mr. Boyle. The Bookſeller affirms, Dr. 
Bentley denzes ; Urri creditis Quirites ? But 
Mr. Clark's Character and his happen to be 
ſo very different, that if he had ſworn and 
the Beadle only denied, he would have made 
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nd Advantage of his Urri creditis : In the 


Practice of all Courts, Credendum eſt Mini- 


ſtro is receiv'd as a Maxim, but Credendum 


eſt Bentleio, has never yet paſſed for ſuch, 
even within the Walls of Trinity College. 

But he had not, it ſeems, as our Letter- 
Writer tells us, the leaſt notice or Advice of 
what was acting againſt him, till the Sentence 
of his Suſpenſion was actually pronounced: 
This is ſtrange Ulage indeed, that the Vice- 


Chancellor ſhould not think fit to take his 


Conſent along with him, when there was not 
a Head in Town beſides himſelf whoſe Con- 
currence and Advice he had not expreſſly pro- 
cared on the Occaſion. 

In his late famous Trial, which all the 


World expected to end in his Expulſion from 


his Maſterſhip, John of Ely (as he always 
calls the late Biſhop, whom tho' his Judge he 
had heartily contemned) was pleaſed, as he 
fays, to beg of him by ſome common Friends, 
that for ſome Shew and Form of Juſtice, he 
would conſent to be ſuſpended, tho' bur for a 
few Days; but our Vice-Chancellor is fo paſ- 
ſionate and violent a Judge, that he will not 
take a Contempt at his Hands, but proceeds 


to a Sentence, without fo much as conſulting 


him whether he will ſubmit to it or no. 
The Objection is ſo trifling, that I can 
hardly bring my ſelf to be ſerious upon it; 
for I am well inform'd, that no other Court 
in England, upon a manifeſt and apparent 
Contempr 
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2 f Contempt of it's. Juriſdiction, confirm'd by 
' 3 the Report and Complaint of it's Officer, e- 
1 ver waits the atk of publiſhing a Ci- 
, dation, but proceeds directly to chaſltile the 
*Z Offender: The Civil Courts thunder imme- 
- diately with their Attachments, the Eccleſi- 
f 3 Aaſtical with their Excommunications. | 
e ; 8 But to filence at once all Objections of 
: this kind, the Vice Chancellor in the Pro- 
1 Cieedings in his Court, is not only exempted 
is buy our Statutes 9, from all particular Forms, 
t ; however neceſſary elſewhere, but is obliged 
1- to omit them : He is obliged to hear and de- 
» termine all Cauſes before him in a ſhort © and 
ſummary Method, without any of the Pomp 

Ce and Solemnity of the Law, not regarding 
mn Forms, but the Truth only: So that in the 
E preſent Caſe before us, the Truth being de- 
ie monſtrably found, beyond all Poſſibility of 
/e Doubt or Miſtake, there was nothing more to 
1 be regarded, the Cauſe by our Statutes was 
fo 1 certainly ripe for a Sentence. | 
na Bur-let us ſuppoſe for once that a Citation 
1- had been, if not a common Right, yet a Ci- 
Ot AF vility at lcaſt which every Body in our Pro- 
Is feſſor's Circumſtances might have expected: 
g 1 E Yet 
IN =_ 9 : Wes 

1 1 . 4 De Cancellarii Officio, De Cauſis forenſibus, & Decret. 
« 1 Senat. Cancellarius poteſtatem habebit omnes omnium ſcho- 
rt 4 laſlicorum controvetfias tum audiendas tam dirimendas, 
ac ; r Summarie, | 


t | Omni Juris Solennitate ſemots. 
a t Sola facti veritate inſpecti, Kc. 
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Vet he of all Men living has the leaſt reaſon 
to claim the Advantage or plead the Neceſſi- 
ty of it: For tho' by the Statutes * of his 
College, no Member there can be puniſhed, 
eſpecially for the greater Crimes, without a 
previous Confeſſion, or a legal Conviction ; 
pet in all the tyrannical Cenſures he has in- 
flicted, there is not, I dare fay, one Inſtance 
of his having ever cited 4 convicted the 
Party he puniſhed : When the want of a Ci- 
tation has been ſometimes objected to him, 
would you have me, he uſed ro fay, come to 
fending and proving. But to give one Ex- 
ample out of many, of his way of diſpenſing 
Juſtice in his College: He expell'd by his Au- 
thority one young Gentleman from his Fel- 
lowſhip, which was at! that time the only 
Subſiſtence and Income he had in the World, 
without any previous Notice or Summons, or 
the leaſt appearance of any Evidence againſt 
him, upon the ſole Pretence of a common 
Fame, which all who knew him believed to 
be falſe, and which his Life and Converſation 
has ſince proved him incapable of: And when 
ir was objected, that the Irregularity of this 
Proceeding might bring ſome Trouble upon 
the College, his Anſwer was, His Father has 
left him a Beggar, and he cannot hurt us. 
This frivolous Clamour and Outcry againſt 
the Validity of the Vice-Chancellor's Sentence 


puts 


Re} 


ike di conteſtus tuerit aut idoneis teſtibus convictus Colle- 
gio privetur. | 


\ 


à way to get off iu the C 
ſhewing us his Skill in this Art, which he has 


. 

guts me in mind of the Advice which Mr. 
zentley —"— ives his Friends in Diſtreſs, 
to raiſe but L uſt enough, and they may find 
2 He has now been 


found uſeful to him on many Occaſions: The 


Denial of an Appeal, the want of a Citation, 


the Malice of a Party, is the Duſt he has been 
a raiſing to blind the World withal, till he 
cou'd find or make a hole to creep out at. It 
is an old Trick, to throw Duſt in People's 
Eyes, and run away with their Perriwigs, 
but he has improved the Invention, to the 
running away with their Senſes. But tho' he 
has magnificently ſaid on this Occaſion, that 
he has rubbed through many a worſe Difficul- 
ty than this; yet he now ſeems caught in a 
Net where his ſtruggling will but entangle him 
the ſurer: The Cenſure of an Univerſity, 
like a bearded Arrow, ſticks faſt where- ever 
it lights, 

heret lateri letalis arundo, 


it galls but the more effectually, for our Vio- 
lence in drawing it; or, to borrow a J imile 
of his own, it is Ilie Hercules's Shirt, aud 
will flick to him till his Funeral. 

He had, we (BOW, for a Twelve-month 
aſt been teilig the Vice-Chancellor, to 
ummon Serjeant Miller, Fellow of Trinity 
College, into his Court to anſwer there for a 
Book he had publiſh'd before the late Act of 

EO Ez Grace, 


( .. 


Grace, reflecting on the Honour and Privile- 
ges of the Univerſity. He offer'd the Service 
of his Agent and Proctor Mr. Liſle to profe- 
cute gratis in the Cauſe. But when it was 
hinted, that becauſe of ſome Privileges be- 
longing to Serjeants at Law, it might be 
queſtion'd whether he would obey ſuch a Sum- 
mons; If he does not, ſays he, expel him 
directly; My Lord Chief Fuſtice Parker, and 
Lord Chief Fuſtice King have often asked 
me, why do you not expel him? If. the Vice- 
Chancellor had followed his Advice in this 
Caſe, or in another, where he was preſſed to 
it by him, vir. the turning Dr. John ſon out 
of his Conſervatorihip of the River: Tho 
the Characters of theſe Gentlemen might 
have given ſome Colour to the Inſinuation, 
we ſhould then have heard nothing from 
him of the Deſign and Splecn of a Party. in 
it; we ſhould have ſeen him defending the 
Vice-Chancellor's Sentence as juſt and regu- 
lar : Thar the Serjeant had contrary to Fi 

Oaths betrayed our Privileges, contemn'd 
our Juriſdiction, and as an unworthy Member 
was deſervedly cut off from the Body. But 
now that this has happen'd to be his own 
Cafe, tho' it be notorious, that he has ran 
through all the ſeveral Changes of Parties, 
that he has made his Court them all, up- 
on the firſt Proſpect of Advantage from any 
fide: That there was a time when his Flat- 
terer and ſole Confident Dr. Afhenhurſt, 
EE? FE 6 -» » 4 wh 2 $53 : . (whoſe. 


1 
(whoſe Company Dr. Laughton has long a- 


7 forbid to his Pupils) took ſome Pairs to 


ave it believed that his Maſter would not 
take the Oaths to this Government; yet 
now he pretends to fall a Martyr for his Zeal 
to King George and the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion. ä 
It is well known that the Vice-Chancellor 
did in Convocation, and every where elſe, 
diſtinguiſh his Affection to the Government, 
at the time when the Maſter of Trinity af 
feed to ſhew a Neglect and Averſion to it: 
But now we are told, that it is juſt the Re- 
verſe between them; but tho” I can eaſily 
allow and account for it in the one, I can- 


not ſee the leaſt Ground or Reaſon to ſuſpect 


any Change in the other. 

In Trinity College, when his Tyranny had 
raiſed a neceſſary Proſecution of him, by the 
Fellows; he threw himſelf upon the //hrgs 
as a Sufferer in their Cauſe, and perſecuted tor 
his Attachment“ ro the then preſent beſt Mi- 
niſiry. While the Quarrel continu'd, the Mi- 
niſtry happen'd to change; and the fame Per- 
ſons, who had been ſaid in Print to purſue 
him for being a //hig, were then cried out 
upon for their Malice to him as a Tory; and 
he had the Addreſs or good Fortune to skreen 
himſelf from Juſtice by aſſuming that Chara- 
Cter : And his Dedication to the Earl of Ox- 
eee 8 8 
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; W See the Pref. of his printed Letter to the Biſhop of Ely. | 
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ford, is hardly more aukward in its Panegy- 
rick upon his Patron, than ſevere in its Sa- 
tyr upon the Whigs. 

The Controverly ſtill out- liv'd the late 
Queen; the Fellows renew'd their Petition 
for a Viſitation, which has laid two Years be- 
fore the Council: but he now plays his old 
Game upon them; is juſt come round to 
where he firſt ſet out, and the preſent Mini- 
firy is once more become the beſt with him. 

I cannot help turning upon him another 
Application of his own, which ſeems to have 
been ſuggeſted to him by his own Conduct *; 
his Loyalty 44 4 mere Empula, it changes 
Shapes as faſt as Vertumnus. 


— 


| Quo teneam vultus mutantem Protea nods ? 
0 In the Time of this Suſpenſion our Chan- 
0% cellor the Duke of Somer/er did us the Ho- © 
1 nour of a Viſit, and of ſpending a Sunday 
. with us in the Univerſity: A Favour ſo great 
0 and extraordinary was received by us with all 
. the proper Sentiments of Gratitude and Dut 
0oO0 his Grace: The Vice Chancellor and Heads 
0 laid before him all the Meaſures and Steps 
| 0 they had taken in this Affair, which he ap- 
| 10 proved and concurred with; and J hope it 
10 will always be remember d to his Honour, 
THIN that he was willing, if there had been Occa- 
| 0 ä ſion, 
IH jj Hl * Remarks on Free-Thinking. PV 


631) 
ſion, to have chaſtiſed in Perſon this Inſult 
upon our Privileges: But finding that there 
was no want of Spirit or Power in the Heads 
to do themſelves Juſtice on this Occaſion, 
having recommended to them to purſue the 
Reſolution they were in, of vindicating their 
Authority, he left us on the Monday Morn- 
ing, and purſued his Journey. 

Upon the Rumour of the Chancellor's 
coming to the Univerſity, Mr. Bentley gave 
him the Trouble of a Letter ro New-Market, 
making ſome Overtures of ſubmitting himſelf 
to him, but propoſing that ir might be ar 
private Audience in Clare Hall, or that the 


Duke would take the Pains of coming to 77 
* mnity College, to receive his Submiſſion at his 


own Houle. | 
His Grace was pleaſcd to make himſelf 
Merry with this Propoſal at a full Meeting 
of the Heads; a Propoſal fo inſolent and ab- 
ſurd, that no Man but Mr. Bentley could 
have made it: It was, in Effect, to deſire a 
greater Condeſcenſion and Submiſſion from 
the Duke, than was even expected from him- 
ſelf. But even this will hardly ſeem ſtrange 


2 from him, who dares to give out, that the 
XZ King and his Miniſtry will interpoſe to re- 


verle our ſtatutable Proceedings againſt him: 
That for the ſake of a ſingle Perſon ſo juſtly 


b odious, ſo void of all Credit and Intereſt a- 
mongſt us, his Majeſty will ſet a Mark of his 
Diſpleaſure upon his famous and loyal Uni- 


verſity ; 
1 


4 
— 
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verſity: But it is to be hoped that an Inſolence 
ſo criminal, ſo apparently tending to alienate 
the Affections of his People from his Majeſty, 
may meet with the juſt Severity and Cha- 
ſtilement of the Law. 

After the memorable Day of Suſpenſion, as 
it is called; there were three Courts held in 
the Fortnight following, for no other reaſon 
bur to give Mr. Bentley Time and Opportu- 
niry to come in and ſubmit; but he not ap- 
peating, it is not material to obſerve what 
was done there; before the third Court 
the Vice-Chancellor ſeat him word that it 
would be the laſt, in which he would 
wait for his Submiſſion : But Submiſſion was 
a Term which he did not ar all underſtand, 
and it was the Buſineſs of a Letter to the Vice- 
Chancellor, ro know what might be the mean- 
ing of it: When it was explatn'd to him to 
be an Acknowledgment of his Offence, an 
asking of Pardon, and a humble Requeſt ro 
be reſtored : He thought, I ſuppoſe, that a 
Duty ſo ſervile belonged only to the Fellows 
of Trinity College, and could not therefore 
legally be required of the Maſter: But if 4 
Submiſſion by Proxy would have given Sa- 


tisfaction, he had two or three of his Doctors 


long trained and exerciſed in all the kinds of 
it, who for the leaſt word he could have 
ſpoke would have done it for him to Admi- 
ration. | | 


After 


= 

Atſter theſe Courts the Vice-Chancellor call'd 
a Mecting of the Heads, not to his own 
Houſe, as the Letter-writer ſays, but to the 
Maſter's of Peter-Houſe Dr. Richardſon's ; 
who being ſomething indiſpoſed, they paid 

im the Complement of waiting upon him at 
his Lodgings ; for it was his Judgment and 
Advice that had the principal Influence in 
the Management of this Affair; it was to 
his great Experience in the Statutes and Cu- 


ſtoms of the Univerſity, that the Vice-Chan- 


cellor paid the utmoſt Deference in every Step 
of this Proceeding ; and his known Candour 
and Zeal for the Government will be ſuffici- 
ent to clear it from the leaſt Suſpicion either 
of Violence or Diſlayalty. 

lt was now high time to think of ſome way 
more effectual for the ſaving the Honour and 
Privileges of the Univerſity; all that the Vice- 


Chancellor had done, which was the utmoſt 


Effort of his Prerogative, was plainly inſuffi- 
cient, was ridiculed only and deſpiſed; and 
to ſuffer his Authority to be thus contemned 
by any of our Members of what Station or 
Character ſoever, was a Precedent too dan- 
gerous to be allowed in an Univerſity. Con- 
tumacy, which was evidently the Crime 
here committed, is puniſhable by our Sta- 

tutes * 


— —_ 


Hinc tradunt Doctores communiter, qui citatus reſpon- 
det nolle ſe comparere, vere & manifeſts contumax efficitur ; 
atq; pœnam verz & manifeſtæ contumaciæ meretur, etiam- 
ſi ſemel & non peremptoriè citatus fit, Vid. Reyger in 
bo Contumacia. 
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tutes with the ſevereſt Penalties : It can no 


more be endured with us, than Mutiny in an 


Army, without diſſolving our Diſcipline and 


our Government: And indeed the Nature 


and Neceſſity of Things require, that in all 
Societies an obſtinate Contempr of Authority 
muſt end in a cutting off from the Body. 

At this Meeting therefore, it was propoſed 
ro expel Mr. Bentley the Univerfity : But 


tho t 0 were all unanimous in the Opinion 


that he had ſtatutably deſerved it; tho there 
wanted neither Precedent nor Power, nor 
Conſent for the doing it: Vet as the old Sta- 


tutes generally direct, that Offences of a 
high Nature or Cafes of Importance ſhould 


be brought to the Hearing and Deciſion 
of the Body ; they reſolved to take this Me- 


thod, as being open and publick, and there- 
fore leaſt liable ro Exception; and the Vice- 
Chancellor was accordingly deſired to pre- 


pare a Grace for the Degrading him to be 
propoſed to the Senate. 
In the Univerſity of Oxford they have a 


Statute * which literally deſcribes our very 


Cale: 


U * Ku — 


Z De Rebellantibus Cancellario Contra Cancellarii quo- 
que prohibitionem colluctantes & alias ſibi inobedientes & 
contumaces, fine differentia Perſonarum, ſimili pena, viz. 
expulſione ab Univerſitate, coërceantur. 

a De Poteſtate Cancellarii.— Cancellarius vel Vicarius per 
ſe tantum (fi voluerit) cauſas Scholarium univerſas audiat & 
decidat, niſi Facti atrocitas vel Publice quietis perturbatio 
Magiſtrorum requirat Convenientiam & Aſſenſum. 

o De ws qui de ſe Juſtitiam fieri non permittunt.— Si quis 


(35 
Caſe: That if any Member, who is to be ar- 
reſted, ſhall, upon the Beadle's ſhewing him 
the Warrant of the Vice-Chancellor, refuſe to 


ſurrender himſelf immediately, if a Graduate, 


he ſhall be degraded, if not, expelled; the 
Reaſon and Equity of this Law extends e- 
qually to us; if it be neceſſary in either U- 
niverſity, it is — ſo in both : But tho” 
we have not this Caſe in any ſingle Statute, 
yet it is eaſily to be collected from many of 


our ſcatter'd ones ©; and the Puniſhment of 


Degradation is ſufficiently warranted both by 


| Statute and Precedent. 


On Friday therefore (Octob. 17.) two Con- 
gregations were appointed for the finiſhing 
this Affair: In the firſt, the Vice-Chancellor 
made a handſom and elegant Speech in Latin, 
giving a clear and ſuccinct Account of all that 
had paſſed before him in relation to the Ma- 
ſter of Trinity; the Acts of the Court and 
Depoſition of the Beadle were afterwards 

Fz read; 


— — — 


* — 


mandato Vice-Cancellarii per Bedellorum aliquem arreſtan- 
dus, Bedello Warrantum Vice-Cancellarii monſtranti, proti- 
nus ſeſe haud dediderit; fi Scholaris fuerit, Banniatur, & fi 
Graduatus fuerit, Gradu privetur. | 

© De Puna impedientium Privilegia ; & alibi——Quicun- 
que Magiſter Regens vel non Regens majori parti Regentium 
prohabiliter fuerit ſuſpectus, quod impetrationem Libertatum 
ſeu Privilegiorum pro dicta Univerſitate, vel Promotionem 
eorundem vel executionem impedierit, &c. a. Cancellario 
juxta qualitatem negotii arbitrando Purgatio judicetur, & 
fi in dictà purgatione defecerit, pro convicto habeatur, & 
propter idem delictum ab omni actu Magiſtrali, beneficiis & 
honoribus ejuſdem Univerſitatis ſuſpendatur & excludatur. 


636) 
read; and then the following Grace, having 
paſſed the Approbation of the Caput, was 


els of the Morning. 


—— 22S to the Body ; which concluded the 
11 Le 


NE . . & . . . E & & N . * E * W. E & ee 4. 


A Copy of the Grace. 


C? M Reverendus Vir, Richardus Bent- 

' ley, Collegii Trinitatis Magiſter, ad ſum- 
mos in hac Untiverſitate Titulos & Honores 
veſtro Favore dudum promotus, adeo ſe im- 

memorem & Loci ſui © Veſtre authoritatis 
diederit, ut debite ſummonitus ad comparen- 
dum & reſpondendum in causd coram Pro- 
cancellario obedientiam recuſaverit, Mini- 
firum Ontiverſitatis ſummonentem indignis 
modis tractaverit, Procaucellarium & Ca- 
pita Collegiorum opprobrits impetiverit, Ju- 
riſdlictionem denique *Oniverſitatis, longo 

uſu, Regiis Chartis, & autoritate Parlia- 
menti Habiltan pro nihilo habendam eſſe 
declaraverit; cumq; idem Richardus Bentley 
ſuper his cauſis ab omni Graadu ſuſpenſus 
fuerit, & poſtea per tres dies juridicos ex- 
pectatus comparere tamen neglexerit ; Pla- 
ceat vobis ut diftus Richardus Bentley ab 
omni Gradu, Titulo & ure in hac Univer- 
ſtate dejiciatur & excludatur. . 


The 


V 
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The Caput mention'd above is a Commit- 
tee of ſix Perſons choſen from the different 
Parts of our Body, to conſult and determine 
of what is proper to be propoſed to the Uni- 
verſity, the Vice- Chancellor always being one: 
Every Grace, before it can be offer'd to us in 
Congregation, muſt firſt paſs rhe Scrutiny of 
the Caput, where cach Member has a Nega- 
tive upon it. | e 

The gaining therefore of a Friend might 
here have been of ſome Service to Mr. Bent- 
ley, as it would, having prevented for ſome 
little time at leaſt, the Cenſure now falling up- 
on him; but when that was found impracti- 
cable, another Deſign was formed and exe- 
cuted by Dr. Aſhenhurſt and Mr. Bull, who 
came to require of the Vice-Chancellor that 
the Oaths might be render'd to Dr. Orway, 
then a Member of the Caput, while it was 
actually aſſembled and attending to this Grace 
which was a reading to em. 

This was meant only as an Affront to a 
worthy Gentleman of good Family and For- 
tune, who has been in Commi ſſion of the 
Peace almoſt ever ſince the Revolution, and 
for near as many Years has acted in the Ca- 
put, ſometimes with Dr. Aſhenhurſt himſelf, 
without the leaſt Intimation, or indeed the 
leaſt Ground for any Offence; but he was 
now, I fay, to be affronted not for any Diſ- 
affection to King George, but to the Maſter 


of 


PT... 
of Trinity, and for his known Frankneſs in 
declaring againſt all ſuch, whoſe ill Practices 
and Immoralitics he deteſts: but the Vice- 
Chancellor, who well knew the Impertinence 
as well as Malice of the Demand; that he 
had no Power to require any Oath or Teſt on 
ſuch an Occaſion ; that the Oaths, whether 
taken or refuſed, could have no Influence up- 
on his Right of voting at that time, ſent them 
back to their Places, not without ſome Indig- 
nation. | 2 | 
And it was well for them that they came 
of ſo: For Dr. Richardſon, who knows per- 
fectly well what would have been proper on 
the Occaſion, has ſince, as I am told, decla- 
red, that if he had been Vice-Chancellor he 
would have ſuſpended them both upon the 
Spot, for this rude and unparallelVd Inter- 
ruption to the Buſineſs of the Univerſity. 

The Letter-writer reproaches us here with 
a Charge of Levity and Inconſtancy, for hav- 
ing ſome time ago voted Honours to this 
Gentleman in the ſame Place where we are 
now going to degrade him: But though | 
might infer from this, ſome Change in the 
Profeſſor rather than in the Univerſity ; tho 
I might make uſe of it to ſhew that we have 
no perſonal Malice or Averſion to him, bur 
are as ready to honour as to cenſure him, 
whenever it becomes us; yet I ſhall freely 
wave all the Advantage I could make of it, 


and 


. 


—— 


— 
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and content my ſelf at preſent with wiping 
off the Reproach, by obſerving, that the Uni- 
verſity is very little anſwerable for this Vote, 
which was gained merely by Artifice and Ma- 
nagement, the Deſign being whiſper d only to 
Friends, till it was carried as ſilently and 
clandeſtinely as poſſible in a ſingle Congrega- 
tion; and the Scandal it gave was the Occa- 
| ſion of a Reſolution, which ſoon after paſſed 
into a Decree, that no Buſineſs for the future 
ſhould receive its Completion in the Univer- 
ſity but in two Congregations. It was in con- 
ſequence of this Decree, that this Grace of 
1 Degradation came to be propoſed to us a ſe- 
- cond time in the Afternoon of the ſame Day; 
D it being then again read and put to the Vote, 
0 


was carried by one hundred and eight Voices 
for it, to fifty againſt it; a Majority rarely 
| known, but where Mr. Bentley happens to 


h be concerned: Of ten Heads who were pre- 
7 ſent, there was but one againſt the Grace, and 
is of twenty other Doctors but ſix. 

re Thus fell the Great Bentley from all his 
1 Degrees amongſt us; a Sacrifice, as his Wri- 

* ter fays, to the Madneſs of the People, but, 

0 as I have plainly ſhewn, to hig own ; 

ve 

ut Duos Fupiter vult perdere dementat pris. 

m, 5 | | 

ly His Conduct will bear me out in the Appli- 

„ cation, and ſhews the plain Marks of a Judg- 

n 


ment V 
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ment and Infatuation upon him: By the re- 
ſtoring of four Guineas, which he had ſhame- 
fully extorted, he might have ſaved himſelf 
the great Trouble and Expence which his Ob- 
ſtinacy has involv'd him in: By an eaſy and 


perhaps private Submiſſion, he might have ſa- 


ved himſelf the Shame of this publick Diſ- 
grace; bur for the Glory, of never having 
en known to ſubmit, he has risked not on- 


ly his Credit, but, what is much dearer to 


him, his Preferments, on the Quarrel. 
this Cenſure, which now lies upon him, he 


ſtands actually incapagited both for his Ma- 


ſterſhip and Profeſſorſhip; by his own Raſh- 
neſs he has at once brought upon himſelf, 


what all the Petitions and Remonſtrances of 


his College could never effect. 


— Dwod optanti Divum promittere nemo 
Auderet, volvenda dies en attulit ultro. 
| Virg. 


We have had Precedents of his Puniſh- 
ment, bur never any of his Behaviour or his 


Crime: We have had Inſtances of Su/þen/cons 


by Vice-Chancellors, of Degradations by the 
Body, but never any where the Power of 
thoſe Cenſures was diſputed with either: We 
have had a Profeſſor of Divinity © WW 

c | 18 
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his Lecture, expelled the Univerſity and Tri- 
nity College; another great and learned one 
was forced to fly for the ſame, and left his 
Profeſſorſhip with this memorable Saying, 
Fugio ne fugarer; but never any Man be- 


fore himſelf durſt provoke and defy the Re- 


ſentment of this venetable Body, or ever made 
it a Controverſy, whether he or the Univer- 
ſity ſhould ſubmit: This was a Part reſerved 
for our mighty Hector; this was left to finiſh 
the Character of the Great Bentley, who re- 
ſolves to fall, like ſome other Heroes of Tra- 
gedy, braving the Gods and his Deſtiny. 


Quamtò doctiores, tanto te geras ſubmiſſins. 
Cic. 


He has acted juſt the reverſe of this good 


old Precept, which we learn with our Gram- 


mars; and his great Learning is the only 
Excuſe we ever hear of for his much greater 


Pride, 


Sume ſuperbiam quæ ſitam meritis. 


is a Text of his Horace, much oftner quoted 
by this Profeſſor of Divinity, than any one 
in his New Teſtament. 
Even now, when his Maſterſhip is preca- 
G rious 
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rious and at Mercy, he threatens, I am 
told, with Expulſion thoſe Fellows of his Col- 
lege, who according to their Privilege, their 
Duty and their Conſcience, gave their Votes 
for his Degradation; and when he was asked 

by a Friend how he could juſtify it, 7% do 

it, lays he, and let them get it undone if 

they can. Piet 
We may ſtrip him of his Tiz/es, but we 
never can, we lee, of his 1»/o/exce; he has 
ceaſed to be Doctor, and may ceaſe to be 
Profeſſor, but he can never ceaſe to be Bent- 
ley: There he will triumph over the Univer- 
ſity to the laſt; all its Learning being unable 
to poliſh, its Manners to ſoſten, or its Diſci- 
pline to tame the ſuperior Obſtinacy of his 
Genius. | | 

I have now given a full, and J am fare, a 

true Account of this whole Proceeding : 
There is not a ſingle Fact affirmed or inſinua- 
ted in it, which Mr. Bentley himlelf does not 
know to be true, and which, whenever he 
pleaſes, I cannot eaſily prove to be ſo: There 
is ſomerhing ſo ſingularly rude and batbarous 
in his way of treating all Mankind, that who- 
ever has occaſion to relate it, will inſtead of 
aggravating, find himſelf obliged to qualify 
and {often the Harſhneſs of his Story, leſt it 
ſhould paſs for incredible: But if I am thought 
by any too free or ſevere upon a Perſon ſo 
diſtinguiſh'd by his Learning and Preferments, 
1c 
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it muſt be remember'd that it was he, or his 
Apologiſt, who, firſt began the Hoſtility, by 


| abuſing rhe Vice-Chancellor and Univerſity in 


two printed Kgtters, which are ſcandalouſſy 


- falſe, and maſious in every Article of em: 
To obſerye a Decency and Complaiſance to- 


wards him who has no Notion of it, would 


be interpreted only as the Cowardice or Weak- 


neſs of his Adverſary. A Controverſy with 
him muſt always be a fighting without Quar- 
ter; for it is but neceſſary not to give any, 


where you are ſure of finding fione. 
A 
POSTSCRIPT 


FTER I had ſent my Papers to the 
Preſs, I met with the following Ex- 
tract of a Letter taken from the Fhing- Poſt 
dated Novemb. 13. 1714. which I thought ve- 
ry proper to be added here by way of Poſt- 
cript, as it might ſerve for a farther Proof 
and Illuſtration of what I have already ob- 
ſerved of the Loyalty of our Profeſſor. 

« Dr. Bentley in his Viſitation at Cambridge 
ce Novemb. 4. has zealouſly propagated the 
« common Cant of the Danger of the 
« Church, for which we have paid ſo dearly 
already. * 
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= only this Lena o 161144 
hardly paſſible for a fore ny Prince to a- 
f t 
ff: has firſt. coming amwngſt ut but 'T-dowks bs 
not but a little time cuill open his Sal, 
$ and then all will be well. „ Conduding 
Wh an Exhortarton to his Brethren tb 
* join with him in Prayers to God, ſo to direct 
« « the King's Heart in the Choice. of aBiſliop | 
c for them, that he might ſend them one art 
« leaſt not inferior rg his Reverend Prede. 
© cefſor; who. could not eſcape a diſdainful 


JED > \ © gn of his Pen, *tho' now at reſt, for de- 


gd. esel the Noctor fot ruinin 
— of” Kar learned [2208 2 . 
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